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Finally, fall has arrived in Kansas City. We weigng our air

conditioner until about ten days ago, but we haditlevitable Robert Livingston Dodge
cold snap. The air is off, the doors are open,e@dre San Diego, California
basking in the clement weather. Of course at oush, fall rldo\d/g'lge@ggl‘ig;.net
means back to school, or rather, school back imthese. So

my desk is covered with papers, pencils, and books. Capt. Frederick J. Dodge
Mountain Ranch,California
Vice-President
kwolf@goldrush.com

We are studying American history this year;began with reading about those first Americans
who came here, most likely across a land bridgelvhow lies under the Bering Strait. Our
overview of Native Americans included becoming adgted with the Iroquois, the Athapascan, the  Everett J. Dodge
Cherokee, the Plains Indians, the Inuit, and then@ish, to name a few. We are now turning to ~ South Pasadena, California
explorers, such as Leif Erikkson and Columbus, laaxt working on lesson plans about the arrival um&’égge%?n‘ﬁ‘fmm
of the European settlers. Of course, that studpisg to include one of my favorite topics, the
Pilgrims. In fact, that stack of books on my desiudes titles such aSquanto, Friend of the Jim Bailey
Pilgrims, If You Sailed on the Mayflower in 1620, Pilgrim Stories, andThe First Thanksgiving. | North Providence, RI
find that it works nicely into the calendar that wi#l be reading these books in early November. It d\é:j‘;e‘;r'?gi'gf?];
will make our Thanksgiving holiday all the more mawgful. '

| like to encourage gratitude in myself and children. Living in America, we certainly have Diana Smith
much to be thankful for. It's true that my chéd don't have their own cell phones, they won't Scottsdale, Arizona
receive a car on their 16th birthday, and we haedlyr go out to eat. But we have a roof over our Diana%fé‘%lmm
head, hot and cold water on tap, and more tharcani our driveway. My children never have to
worry if they will have a bed to sleep in. Theywa@mme to the table at every meal in confidence tha Carl Joseph Klein
there will be something to eat. Our clothes aréagdy not the latest fashion, but there are pleit Centerville, Ohio
them in the closet. And although | wish | coulébad to replace my outdated windows (they always ckldr;rgwsé;]e:r om
stick and | have a battle trying to keep them cjédrave a picturesque house much larger than many o
people enjoy, and two acres of land for my childkenoam. Compared to most people in the world Martha Dodge Wilker son
my family is wealthy, and | try engender in my dnén and myself, hearts of thankfulness. Genealogist

We also enjoy freedoms that are not commasutiinout our planet. Beside freedom from want, AMherst, New Hampshire

. . L. wilkers.m@comcast.net
we have freedom to speak our mind and expresshoughts without fear of government retribution.
If | disagree with the government in power, | cay so. And we have freedom of religion. CharlesW. Dodge

In fact, those Pilgrims who came to Massacttsiseere Separatists. They had been persecuted in _ Genealogist
England because their religious conscience dictatgghip of God which differed from the cﬁl}%%%%x%ﬁt
Anglican church protocol. After escaping to Hollathey enjoyed religious freedom, but feared the '
absorption of their children into Dutch cultureo tBey risked their possessions and lives to ventur J. Everett Dodge
to an unknown continent, facing the dangers ofdkalisease, and starvation. God's providence Greenlawn, New York
supplied Samoset and Squanto who could speak Bndliquanto befriended the Pilgrims and taught Stenhen Allen Dodae
them essential skills which enabled them to suriivihe New World. Through wise counsel, the epLinden’ N g
Pilgrim fathers in turn befriended Massasoit, tharipanoag chief; the treaty of peace they signed  Sbodge53@aol.com
was kept for over 50 years.

This November, as we once again read abodiaWiiBradford, William Brewster, and Squanto, |
Blanche Dodge Day

will be thankful, not only for the abundance | halat also for the sacrifice, courage, fortituded a South Hamilton,
faith of our Pilgrim forbears, as well as for thmiatless Americans before me who have paved the Massachusetts
way for the peace and prosperity that we now enjoy. Faith Honorary“fe‘l;e"r‘e board mem-

P.S. On the opposite side of this letter you will find drawings of a number of Frederick E. Dodge
e . ) Dugspur, Virginia
buildings from early New England. Also, pictures of the various types of Honorary lifetime board

stone walls they ade with all those stones found in the New England soil.



Pictured on the right are
two very good represent
tions of early Massachu-
setts homes. Early home
were made of wood with
clapboard sides. The ear:
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lier the home, the shorte

the clapboards, and on
side with a peak, such as
the one on the extreme
right, the clapboards at
the top were narrower
than those at the bottom.
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.4 Thinking of the story on the

« founding of Harvard College,

(now Harvard University), on

the left is a drawing of what the

‘campus’ and surrounding area
looked like in 1668.

On the left: Farms in New England usually
started with one house, added on as neces-
sary and as money allowed. We have seen a
farm on the North Shore that was built by a
Dodge, and it looked much like the one in

the bottom photo.

On the right are pic-
tured several com-
ponents of early
New England...A
well with bucket,
clothesline with
clothes, and out-
house in the back.
Outhouses did not
stay long before
being replaced by
something better...
indoor plumbing




