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Shawnee, Oklahoma, May 14, 1898

My Dear Boy,


I just happened to remember that in a letter a short time ago you asked some questions about my parentage that I had forgotten to answer. I have mislaid the letter and write this from memory. To tell the truth I know very little of my father, only what has been told me by the uncle who raised me, that his father’s name was plain John Dodge, that my father Israll Isreal were at Kaskaskia Ill and St. Genevieve Mo at a very early day, say 1810 – when we had just purchased that country from France – that father understood several languages, especially French & Spanish and often acted as interpreter in those early days for the Commissioner to settle land claims. I speak of his dying in 1836 – as I learned that he died when I was only 2 or three years old – I was told that he was of a roving disposition, lived on the borders and used to the rough life of those days – given to racing, gambling, fishing [? It looks like something else, and fishing is hardly equal to gambling and racing, but I cannot make it out ] etc. as was then the custom in that new land. I think I wrote you that he had one sister whom I knew and lived with for awhile in Knox County, Ill. – her name was Theodosia Dodge. She was married to her full cousin John Dodge. They are both dead. They had children – one of them at or near Adel, Dallas Co., Iowa – a Campbellite preacher, John Milton Dodge. I don’t know if he is alive or not but one of his daughters, named “Damarus” married H.G. Vanmeter. The town of Vanmeter in Dallas Co. is named after him and he may live there. I don’t think thought they can give any information. We all paid no attention to those things. You know I never lived with my mother over five years in my life – and even she knew very little of father – he was a strange man, and kept his own counsel from women especially.
I have been told that had he lived, we would have had possessions in the way of French and Spanish grants in the American bottoms of Ill & Mo to several thousand acres, but all all gone now.

Father
